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I was a small (4ft 11in), skinny (70lb), 7th grader who didn’t like going to
church. My parents required us to go to Sunday School and the 11am service. My
Mom was in the choir and my Dad was the preacher. I would sit with friends and
get them to play “Hangman” to while away the time with me. One Sunday I was
sitting with two brothers, Bill and Tom Cook. Tom was a year older and they were
both in Boy Scouts with me and I looked up to them. Tom refused to play Hangman with me. He asked why I wanted to do this during the service. I said I was
bored. Tom said, “Why don’t you listen to the sermon? There’s actually some
good stuff being said by your Dad”. It had never occurred to me to actually listen,
so I did. It was between 11th and 12th grades when I actually asked Jesus into my
life and began my second life.
My twenties didn’t see me much in church. I started attended OSLC in my early thirties with my soon to be wife, Wendy. One sermon which really caught my
attention was delivered by Pastor Paul Wuest. The summary was many people in
the pews fell into the “doubting Thomas” category. I was certainly one of those
and felt a lot of guilt being there reciting words I wasn’t 100% confident in. Pastor’s point was it was okay to have doubts and church was the place for all.
I think it is pretty easy these days with all the global issues of climate change,
politics and religious conflict to be a bit deflated. It is also more likely, during our
transition, that communication between members and committees can be a bit disjointed when we don’t take the time to listen and the time to fully present the issues at hand. Jesus is here at OSLC and the more it seems uncertain in the world
the more he calls us together for strength in prayer and praise.
The Transition Process can be hard. Many of us served on various committees
in the last transition and the thought of going through it again can be exhausting.
Pastor Kruse and a small team from the Council have been finding members willing to serve on the Transition Team. It is almost filled out and we hope to have it
up and running in the New Year. The Transition Team will have sub-committees
reviewing the OSLC constitution, our values, mission statement, staffing and such
before we complete the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). At that point the Council appoints the Call Committee to interview Pastoral Candidates.
Yours in Christ, Chuck Bachman, Council President
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OSLC Council Notes
New Offering Envelopes for 2020
OSLC will have a new way of using weekly offering envelopes in 2020! Many members have
switched to giving electronically, and as a result a
large number of pre-printed envelopes have gone
unused in recent years.
Council has approved a new process that will eliminate waste by printing offering envelopes in limited supply. Envelopes will be distributed in January to those who have used
envelopes regularly in the past. If you would like printed offering envelopes and do not
receive them in the next few weeks, please contact the church office or Lena Schaper at
oslc_financialsecretary@hotmail.com. Also let us know if you have been using cash or
checks and would like to switch to giving electronically.
Bill Cash, outgoing Financial Secretary, has provided additional information below.
Yours in peace, Pastor Jim

NEW THIS YEAR IN 2020
•
•
•

OSLC is switching from ordering 300 sets of weekly envelopes each year to order a reasonable quantity of individual envelopes.
The individual envelopes will be printed with household information as appropriate on
request, and will not have dates pre-printed on them.
This will greatly help to:
Reduce paper waste
Save OSLC’s financial resources
Save on OLSC’s volunteer labor pool in
preparing envelopes

Thank you for your help and assistance during
this transition.
Sincerely,
Bill Cash, Outgoing OSLC Financial Secretary
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OSLC Calendar Notes & Thank Yous
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal Resumes
January 8th
Chancel Choir Rehearsal resumes
on Wednesday, January 8th at
7:00 pm, in the sanctuary.

What Went Up,
Must Come Down
Saturday, January 11th
At 9:30 am
Please join us on Saturday, January 11th
at 9:30 am, to take down the church’s
Christmas decorations. Many hands
make light work. We need help to take
down the trees and all the other lovely
decorations. Sincerely, Karen Hansen

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
We are so very humbled by the outpouring of
time, caring, and the reception that so many
gave for Peter's Celebrate of Life. Many family and friends commented on how nice it
was. You made it just like he would have
liked. Our sincere thanks to all of you.
Peace in Christ, Lois Dounis, Anthony &
Quinn Dounis
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Christian Education

2020 OSLC Women's Retreat
Friday, March 6 – Sunday, March 8, 2020
at the Rainbow Lodge in North Bend
“All Joy reminds. It is never a possession, always a desire for something longer ago or further
away or still 'about to be'.” ~ C.S. Lewis
People of faith, in our best moments, trust that though transitions can be unexpected and
unsettling, times of change can be gently welcomed as gifts to guide us, form us, and make
us more whole. Please join us for our annual Women’s Retreat to listen and play and discern what it means to live awake to the possibility that the Spirit calls us into and through
the many transitions in life. We will look to the lives of others (in the Bible and in our spiritual sisters gathered) as guides on our journeys – journeys in the church and in the world.

This year’s retreat will be held March 6-8, at the Rainbow Lodge in North Bend. Our theme
is “Finding Joy in Transition in the Church and in the World”, and our speaker is Pastor
Cara Tanis, the pastor, spiritual director and life coach in the worship community of Emmaus Table in the Green Lake neighborhood. There will be lots of fellowship, feasting, and
fun!
Registration forms are available in the Narthex, or you can register online by visiting the
church website: http://www.oslcissaquah.org/womens-retreat/
The fee for a full-time guest will be $170 for double-occupancy, $190 for a single room
(only four available). This covers lodging and meals for the entire weekend! A $50 registration deposit will be due by Friday, February 14th. You can also come for part of the weekend if you’d rather – the registration form will have several options.

Come! Be changed! Rejoice!
If you have any questions about the retreat, please contact Joan Friel via e-mail at frielj4@comcast.net, or via phone call/text msg. at 425-941-2925.
P.S. As much as we’d like to keep costs down, the rate the lodge charges us increases yearly. Scholarships/subsidies will be available as funds allow. If you would like to be considered for a subsidy or a full scholarship, you may indicate so on the registration form, or
contact Joan or the church office – all requests will be kept strictly confidential.
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Christian Education
Please Donate to the OSLC Women's Retreat Fund
“All Joy reminds. It is never a possession, always a desire for something longer ago or further
away or still 'about to be'.” ~ C.S. Lewis
The next OSLC Women’s Retreat will be held March 6-8, 2020. The fee for the weekend is $170, and several attendees from last year could only come because we offered them a scholarship. Even just partial scholarships are helpful, so please consider donating to the scholarship fund. Contributions are tax-deductible.
Checks should be made out to OSLC with the words “Women’s Retreat - Donation”
on the memo line, and turned in to the office.
Thank you in advance for your support of the Women’s Retreat at OSLC! If you
have any questions, please contact Joan Friel via e-mail at frielj4@comcast.net, or via
phone call/text msg. at 425-941-2925.
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Small Group Ministries
Community Outreach Committee
OSLC hosted Lunch for the Break for the Issaquah Food Bank
December 18 & 19. Thank you to all the church and community
volunteers. We couldn’t host this event without all your help!!!
Another big thank you goes out to our church community for
all the HUGS! (Hats, Underwear, Gloves, Socks). Issaquah Food
Bank was very happy to get them.
And, another thank you to the church community for all the gift cards donated through
our Giving Tree! We will use them throughout the year for people needing some extra
help.
God bless,
Cheryl Leiter

First Sunday Community Gift
The first Sunday of each month the congregation is invited to donate a needed
item at the Issaquah Food & Clothing Bank. On Sunday, January 5th, please bring
hearty soups. Place your donation on the table in the narthex. The Community
Outreach Committee will deliver all donations to the Food Bank.
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Small Group Ministries
OSLC in Pictures
Celebrating a Successful Raze the Roof
Campaign Together
December 1st, 2019
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Small Group Ministries

OSLC Library News
For most of us the holidays were a whirlwind of activity with moments of peace and beauty tucked in.
But now that the special days have passed and the
decorations are tucked away in anticipation of next
holiday season, hopefully we all will have a few more
minutes to spend with a book and some good reading. You all know that our library is filled with great
fiction and non-fiction on many subjects, but this time
I want to tell you about some special titles that are
new to our shelves and ready for you to delve into.
These are new non-fiction books, beautifully written
and illustrated. They offer history, art and new information to enrich our knowledge of Bible times and
more. Here are just a few titles:
Peoples of the New Testament World - by William A. Simmons 225.95
If You Want to Walk on Water, You've Got to Get Out of the Boat - by John Ortberg 226.2
The Bible Jesus Read - by Philip Yancey 221.6
Legends of the Bible - by Louis Genzberg 220.9
And with the beginning of a new year, it's the perfect time to look into the many devotionals we have for daily use. Be sure to see the new one put together by Tyndale Publishers
especially for elementary aged girls. You can find this in our Juvenile section (242.62). It's
appropriately titled Devotions for Girls and is said to be the "right mix of the right Bible stories with the right memory verses". We invite you to come in and browse to find just the
right reading for your quiet times this winter.
Sincerely, Sharon Montei, OSLC Library Committee
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Pastoral Care & Visitation

Do you know of someone who may be homebound, in senior care, or otherwise would like a
visit from our Visitation Ministry and is not currently receiving visits? If so, please pass their
name along to Kate Gagnon, OSLC’s Lay Visitation Minister at kjgagnon@yahoo.com, or
425-200-0481.

Emergency Pastoral Care
For emergency pastoral care, please contact
OSLC Transition Pastor Jim Kruse at
206-919-9520 (mobile)
or JamesKruse814@gmail.com.
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NW Washington Synod & the ELCA

In 1970, the Lutheran Church in America and the American Lutheran Church, which preceded the ELCA, both changed their language barring women from ordained ministry.
Later that year, the Rev. Elizabeth A. Platz was ordained by the Lutheran Church in America.
It is with great joy that in 2020 we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of this action to allow
the ordination of women in the United States. We will also commemorate 40 years of
women of color being ordained and 10 years of LGBTQIA+ individuals being able to serve
freely. As part of this anniversary, we recognize and lament that some of our leaders have
been barred from serving and have been bullied, dismissed and excluded due to sexism
and racism.
During this next year our synod's anniversary team is planning to honor women pastors
through video storytelling and a festive worship service at our June 6, 2020 Synod Assembly.
Additionally, Pastor Nancy Winder will be available during the year to preach and teach
in the congregations of the synod. Ordained in 1976, Pastor Winder was the 14th woman
ordained in the American Lutheran Church and the first in the Pacific Northwest. There
are stories to be told as we remember how we came to this place and, from the foundation
of this rich history, look to a future of the ministry of all God’s people.
While Pastor Winder is volunteering for this, she asks that the congregation make a donation to our synod’s Fund for Future Rostered Leaders: ww.lutheransnw.org/FRL.
To schedule, please contact her directly at 206.383.5670 or nancylarry@comcast.net
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OSLC in Our Community

Hello Everyone,
Thank you all for donating to my eagle project! I’m very happy
to say that the project went very well, and the bins have been
delivered to Eastside Baby Corner. I’m also glad to announce
that we far exceeded the original fundraising goal of $450 by
raising a total The extra funds have been donated to Eastside
Baby Corner and added to the Church Eagle Scout project fund. Thank you all once
again for all of the support. I really couldn’t have done it without the help.
Sincerely, Myles Cash
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Christian Education
Intergenerational Sunday School
We’re trying something a bit different this year! Rather
than having separate adult and children’s Sunday School
programs, we’re offering choices open to people of all ages.
Our education hour begins at 8:45 am with an opening
prayer in Anderson Hall, followed by a selected Bible reading. Options to dive deeper into that lesson include:
1. A discussion group
2. Arts & crafts
All groups will be focused on the major lesson(s) from that morning’s Bible reading, but
they’ll explore them in ways that hopefully will speak to each of us. Come and see!

OSLC Youth Group
4th Grade—High School
Sundays at 5:00 pm, at OSLC
The Youth Group will be kicking off the
school year with several fun activities, and
we hope that all youth in grades 3 – 12 will
come join us! We gather in Anderson Hall at
5:00 pm on Sunday evenings for supper,
then move down to the Youth Lounge for our program of the week. This is an awesome
group of young people who truly enjoy spending time together in service and in fellowship. We look forward to having an even bigger, more active group in the coming year!
Contact Sue Johnson at suej396@gmail.com.
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OSLC in Our Community
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Small Group Ministries

Fellowship & Coffee Hour Ministry
We’re seeking members, friends and groups
willing to volunteer as Coffee Hour Hosts.
Pick one Sunday every other month, or once a
quarter. Hosts bring some treats, make the
coffee, set the serving counter, and clean up. It
takes less than an hour to set up and clean up, and is a lot of fun! Coffee and
creamer is provided by the kitchen committee.
A sign-up sheet is located in Anderson Hall, next to the kitchen. Questions?
Help is at hand – we are here to guide you and give practical help. Please contact Marilyn Carlson at auntmare@nwlink.com.

Lutheran Counseling Network is a coalition of licensed pastoral counselors.
Counselor Katherine Mitchell, MA,
LMHC, has an office here at OSLC,
downstairs in the north hallway. She
provides therapy on an appointment basis.
You can reach Katherine at:
425-502-1503
kmitchell@lutherancounseling.net
Find out more at: Lutherancounseling.net

14

Small Group Ministries
Apply Now!
Your Project May Be
Eligible for a Grant
From OSLC’s
Mission Endowment Fund

The purpose of the OSLC Mission Endowment Fund is to provide grants that enhance our mission and ministry apart from the general operations of our congregation. We support youth programs, scholarships, leadership training, outreach to the larger community, and other extraordinary programs and initiatives that further the mission of Our Savior.
Our Mission Endowment Fund is taking applications thanks to support from many donors over
the last three years. We have a modest and growing ability to make grants between $500 and
$2000.
Applications can be submitted at the church website, www.oslcissaquah.org. Use the
“Missions” tab at the top of the page, and then click on the purple text: OSLC Endowment
Fund Application Form. Submissions will be considered by the membership of the committee
which meets quarterly.
Kind Regards,
Justin Ulland. OLSC Mission Endowment Fund President

Powerful giving
with your smartphone
Apps make life easier. With GivePlus Church, you can use your smartphone to
give anytime, anywhere!
 Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone
 Make a one-time or recurring donation using your debit/credit card or check-

ing/savings account
 Log in or donate as a guest
 Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint,

PIN or password
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Small Group Ministries

OSLC
Mission Quilters
No quilting experience? Don’t know how to sew?
No problem! Mission Quilters welcomes new members. It’s not necessary to know how to sew or quilt
to participate in this ministry.
Join us on Wednesday mornings 9:30 am until 12:00
noon in Anderson Hall, and assist us making quilts.
The Mission Quilters make simple patchwork quilts
that are donated to people in need.
Quilts made by OSLC Mission Quilters are donated to Lutheran World Relief, and are
then sent all over the world, frequently to countries following natural disasters such as
earthquakes and hurricanes. Quilts are also given to OSLC graduating seniors, to Compass Housing Alliance, and our neighbors at the Issaquah Nursing & Rehabilitation Center.
The group welcomes donations of fabric (preferably cotton) and clean used sheets. Donations to help with the cost of shipping and to buy supplies are also greatly appreciated.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl ministry provides knitted or crocheted shawls to those who are hospitalized, sick or just
need a hug! If you are interested in participating in this
ministry, or, learning how to knit or crochet, contact
Wendy Winslow at wendywinslow@hotmail.com. Yarn
and patterns are available.

16

OSLC In Our Community
Did You Know?
Community Organizations that use our
church building for meetings and training
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January Worship Readings
Sunday, January 5 — Epiphany of Our Lord
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday, January 12 — Baptism of Our Lord
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday, January 19 — Second Sunday after Epiphany
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 49:1-7
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

Sunday, January 26 — Second Sunday after Epiphany
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 9:1-4
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
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We remember in prayer...
We remember in prayer:
Don Wilkinson, Sonja, Shirley, Matthew, Julie Amis, Amy Jackson, Ridley Bain, Sue, Noah,
Wendy Rueda, Jeremy, Sheelagh Sacks, Karen, Leah, Kurt Aldworth, Eileen Takeuchi, Judy
Sheppard, Lucy Acker, Nicole DeCamp, Dorothy Jackson, the Inman, Hernández, Alverio,
Morfa, Fraser, Altschull, Gómez, Colón, Morales, Jiménez, Sanchez, Gonzáles, Meléndez,
Davila, Ruiz, Taboas and Blair families; Barbara Jones, Doug Patur, Dave Carlson, Scott Hafso,
Jeanne Kuipers, John Pass, Emily & Steve Gacek, Carol & Ray Harbolt, Margot Inman,
Duane Jacobson, Marian James, Bernice Jensen, Josee Jordan, Florence Kinnune, Jeannie
Lindquist, Vern Lindquist, Jerry Nack, Dorothy Soland, Randi Strom, Gerald Welch,
Gwynn Wilkinson, and Steve.
We ask for peace and comfort for those mourning the death of loved ones:
Robyn Chisholm (Wendy Winslow); Suzanne (cousin of Bill Suttemier); Louise Yockey; Jim
Short (Connie Fletcher); Peter Dounis (Lois Dounis); Kip Hauser (Cheryl Hauser); Portia Anderson (Rowan Hinds); Pepe G, Dilia G (Margot Inman)
We pray for expectant mothers:
Yili Leiter (Cheryl Leiter); Kirsten Weber (daughter of Joanna and Randy Wood); Alexandra
Cron (daughter-in-law of Mark & Tami Cron); Elsa Walker (daughter of Chuck Bachman &
Wendy Winslow); Nicole Koenig (granddaughter of Sandy Aldworth)
We pray for members and friends serving in the Military; Fire and Police Department personnel; Emergency Room personnel.
We prayer for safety and strength to those living in the wake of all disasters, and all who
serve as first responders.
We pray for our missionaries and global missions:
Henrik & Patty Christopherson. For the congregations in Chiclayo, Peru: Pepe at Las Brisas,
Merci in San Antonio and Harold at Las Lomas. MaaSae Girls Lutheran Secondary School in
Monduli, Tanzania.
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January
Birthdays & Anniversaries

1/2
1/3
1/4
1/5
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/10
1/13
1/15
1/16
1/17

Karen Brezing
Morgan Wood
Patty Christopherson
Taylor Usselman
Margot Inman
Becky Brooks
Maria Kampf
Tina Collum
Paula Swanson
Judith Bergquist
Jay Mogensen
Jane Tierney
Lena Schaper
Pauline Montague

1/19
1/20
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/25

1/26
1/28
1/30
1/31

1/1
1/4

Ken DeCamp
John LaLanne
David Gretch
Wendy Winslow
Debbie Sladek
Jon Mogensen
Don Rentschler
David Hersey
Bill Cash
Bryan Piethe
Jean Kampf
LaRue Nelson
Paul Tolo
Del Elliott

Wayne & Bev Price
David Gretch &
Lisa Thomassen
1/9
Justin & Katy Ulland
1/29 Richard & Jo Hess
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Service
January 5
Epiphany of
Our Lord
January 12

&

Date

3 Epiphany

2 Epiphany
January 26

Baptism of Our
Lord
January 19
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Karen Hansen
Stacy Smith

Karen Hansen

Lori Downey
Jen Winslow

Jen Winslow
Joan Friel
1 CA needed

Mary Fricke
Mary Ann Hult

Mary Ann
Hult

Joan Friel

Communion
Assistants

Assisting
Minister

Acolyte

Sandy Aldworth
Vicky Jacobson
Paul & Nilvane
Swanson

Rick & Jan West

Nancy Cumming
Helen Nychay
Jerry & Linda
Nack

Greeters

Mark & Tami
Cron

Craig Gillin
Justin & Isabel
Ulland
Sang-Beom Shim
Peter Shen

Ushers

Karen Hansen
Bread:
Leslie Waltzer
Stacy Smith
Bread:
Leslie Waltzer

Altar Guild
& Bread
Baker
Jane Shen
Bread:
Jane Wuest
Jane Wuest
Bread:
Jane Wuest

Service Time: 10:00 am (Unless Otherwise Noted)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
Worship Assistants – January 2019

David Hersey

David Hersey

Sound
Engineer

Marilyn
Carlson

Coffee
Hour
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Our Savior Lutheran Church
745 Front Street South
Issaquah, WA 98027
(425) 392-4169

Stay connected!
www.oslcissaquah.org
www.facebook.com/oslcissaquah
All information for the Focus newsletter is due by the 15th of each month, unless noted otherwise. Please email items to office@oslcissaquah.org.

OSLC STAFF DIRECTORY
Rev. James R. Kruse
Transition Pastor
Ext. 106 or 206-919-9520
JamesKruse814@gmail.com
Shari Lundberg …...….……… Parish Administrator
Ext. 105
sharil@oslcissaquah.org
Scott Hafso……….…...Director of Worship & Music
Ext. 103
bellevuer@gmail.com
Kate Gagnon……….
…...Lay Visitation Minister
360-632-2234
kjgagnon@yahoo.com
Dr. Jiyoung Lee………...……………..Parish Organist
sally@myuw.net
Beth Carroll….………….…...…….………Accountant
carrollaccounting@outlook.com
Katherine Mitchell….Lutheran Counseling Network
(425) 455-2960, Ext. 6 kmitchell@lutherancounseling.net
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