Be a community that fearlessly follows Jesus to love God’s people.
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“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.”
Ecclesiastes 4:9

Greetings OSLC!
Our Savior
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Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.
Adult Education
& Sunday School
8:45 a.m.

Inside this issue…
Church Council
p. 2
Giving Tree
p. 2
Tree Trimming
p. 3
Advent Fair
p. 3
AmazonSmile
p. 4
Give Hugs!
p. 5
Lunch for the Break
Shopping List
p. 6
Youth Group
p. 7
Library
p. 8
Sunday School
p. 9
Small Ministries
p. 10
Looking Ahead
p. 12
Women’s Retreat p. 13
Readings
p. 16
Prayers
p. 17
Worship Asst.’s
p. 19
Staff Directory
p. 21

Last month I wrote about coaches, people who partner with others in a
thought-provoking and creative process that inspires them to maximize their
personal and professional potential. In that article I raised an important question: How might a coaching leadership style help OSLC more fully fearlessly
follow Jesus?
For the past month I’ve spent a lot of time pondering this question. In part
because as I look towards the future, I know that what has gotten OSLC to
where it is, will not be able to get OSLC to where God is calling it be go next. I
also know that OSLC is a diverse community with a richness of gifts, some that
we might not even realize God has gifted us. A coaching leadership style is one
way we might be able to discern them.
To work towards this goal of discovering where God is calling us, I began a
coaching certification program in October, and am slowly working towards
adding another tool to my leadership toolbox. And so I’d like to ask you: Do
you feel God is up to something in your life? At OSLC? Would a coach help
you? Let’s talk. Please reach out.
OSLC is at an exciting time. We have moved through a major pastoral transition, as well as, two other major staffing transitions. We’ve started several new
programs. We now host a non-profit in our building that matches our vision
and values. But God isn’t done working here. God’s work has just begun.
I invite you to join me in discerning what’s next for OSLC, and what role you
will play in it.
In Christ, Pr. Wes
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Semi-Annual
Congregational Meeting
Election Results
At the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting held on Sunday,
November 18th, the following were elected to terms on Council:
Church Council Members (two-year terms)
President — Manda Schoen (2nd term expires 12/20)
Vice President — Chuck Bachman (1st term expires 12/20)
Treasurer — Cheryl Hauser (1st term expires 12/20)
Secretary — Jonathan Smith (2nd term expires 12/20)
Stewardship — Debby Beck (1st term expires 12/20)
Endowment Committee Members (three-year terms)
Justin Ulland (2nd term expires 12/21)
Adam Schoen (1st term expires 12/21)
Carl Boruck (2nd term expires 12/21)
Outgoing Council Members Thank you to the following outgoing Council members for
their service and leadership: Mark Cron, Sue Friddell and Wendy Winslow.
2018 Nominating Committee
Thank you to the members of the Nominating Committee for their time and commitment: Bill Bergsma, Sue Friddell, Ray Harbolt, Cheryl Leiter, and Wendy Winslow.

Community Giving Tree
A giving tree is located in the narthex to collect gift cards for church members in times of
crisis, those in Safe Parking and other Social
Concerns Committee projects.
We invite you to take an ornament, purchase
the gift card noted, and leave it in the drop
box next to the tree.
•

Target, Fred Meyer, Safeway and gas
cards are among those most in need.

May this Season of Giving bless you with
full and happy hearts.
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OSLC Christmas Tree Trimming
Saturday, December 1st, 9:30 am
Do you have a passion for decorating and sharing the magic
of Christmas? Please join us on Saturday, December 1st, at
9:30 am to decorate the Christmas trees in the sanctuary and
the narthex. Many hands make things go quickly, so we
should be done before lunchtime. Advent begins on December 2nd and we’d like to have the church looking nice! The large tree in the sanctuary window is shared with so many people each year — even with those driving by
OSLC on a daily basis.

Mark your calendars to join with us at OSLC’s Advent Fair on Sunday, December 2nd following worship, in Anderson Hall. Encompass
NW will be on hand providing an open house in their space downstairs, and talking about the various ways they serve the community.
Enjoy an Advent craft, and try the lefse-making station where young
and old can try rolling the dough and flipping it on the griddle. Advent and devotional materials will be available, as well as a selection
of seasonal books from the OSLC Library.
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Did you know your holiday and day-to-day purchases can make a difference at
Our Savior? AmazonSmile donates to Our Savior Lutheran Church when you do
your shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0878553. Just enter the link and follow the prompts. Be sure to bookmark the AmazonSmile page, and begin your
Amazon shopping from there.

Need a little extra support during the holidays?
Lutheran Counseling Network is a coalition of
licensed pastoral counselors. Counselor Katherine Mitchell, MA, LMHC, has an office downstairs, and provides therapy on an appointment
basis.
You can reach her at:
425-455-2960 ext. 6
kmitchell@lutherancounseling.net
Find out more at: Lutherancounseling.net
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First Sunday Community Gift
During Advent, Give HUGS!
Each Sunday during Advent, the congregation is
invited to bring a different clothing item to donate
to the Issaquah Food & Clothing Bank. Your donation can be placed in the narthex prior to worship.
Sunday, 12/2 – Hats (warm winter knit hats)

Sunday, 12/9 – Underwear (all sizes)
Sunday, 12/16 – Gloves (all sizes)
Sunday, 12/23 – Socks

Lunch for the Break
School breaks are a joyous time for
most children. Time away from school
and homework. The opportunity to
sleep in late and stay up late. To celebrate with family and play with friends.
But for some children, school break is a time when their family doesn't have
enough food. Lunch for the Break is working to make sure all Issaquah School
District students have enough to eat, even when school is not in session.
OSLC will again host Lunch For The Break on December 17th and 18th. Registration for both donors and recipients can be done online at issaquahfoodbank.org. The shopping list for the food boxes is printed on the following page,
and will also be published in the worship bulletin.

May this Season of Giving bless you with full and happy hearts.
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Food List for Lunch for the Break
The food list provided below is the shopping list
of items that go into the food boxes. When you
shop, please put only the food from the list in
your box (or sturdy reusable bag) as we want all
the food boxes to be fair and equitable. To decrease shopping expenses, families and groups
can partner together for these shopping items.
If you would like to purchase a prepacked box that will be delivered to OSLC, you
may order online at www.issaquahfoodbank.org/lunchforthebreak. If you want to donate more, consider donating multiple boxes. Remember all items on the list must be
included in the boxes or bags. Bring your full boxes/bags to OSLC by Monday, December 17th. If you have questions, contact Cheryl Leiter at leiterc55@aol.com.

Types of Food

Amount

Size

Cost Estimate
(from Safeway.com)

Oatmeal or cereal

1

18 oz canister or box

$4.39

Canned soup (Progresso,
Chunky, etc.)

2

18.5-19 oz cans

$5.20

Canned tuna/salmon/
chicken

2

12 oz can

$7.00

Box Pasta

1

Pasta Sauce

1

24 oz jar or can

$2.50

White Rice

1

16-32 oz bag

$2.99

Dry black or pinto beans

1

16 oz bag

$2.19

16 oz jar of PB; 18 oz jar of
jam/jelly

$7.00

Peanut butter and jelly

1 each

$2.00

Box macaroni and cheese

4

5.5-6 oz boxes

$4.00

Corn tortillas

1

8-24 tortillas

$3.00

15 oz cans or larger

$4.00

16 oz box

$5.50

6 bars

$3.00

6-10 boxes

$3.00

Can fruit (not applesauce)
Crackers
Granola bars
Juice or milk boxes

2 cans
1
Box of 6
Box of 6-10
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Christian Education & Small Group Ministries

Youth Group

4th Grade—High School
Sundays at 5:00 pm, at OSLC
Gather with us for food, fun and laughter.
Take a break from your busy school week
to relax, spend time with friends, reflect on
issues that are important to you, share ideas, and see how the word of God comes
alive through movies, discussions, speakers and a variety of activities. All are welcome!

Youth Group December Schedule
Sunday, 12/2 - Advent Fair after church and a regular meeting at 5 pm to work on
the HUGS Drive and decorations for the pageant.

Sunday, 12/9 - Final pageant preparation
Sunday 12/16 - 10:00 am Pageant during worship
5:00 pm Baking and decorating Christmas cookies and breads
Sunday, 12/23 - Host Fellowship in the am, Youth Group Christmas Party at 5 pm
Sunday, 12/30 - Make gifts for nursing home residents
Sunday, 1/6 -

Bring gifts to nursing home and visit with the residents
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Christian Education & Small Group Ministries

OSLC Library News
Here it is, that "most wonderful time of the
year" upon us once again. And, yes, it is wonderful for, oh, so many reasons!

Your church library is decorated and holiday
books and DVD's are on display, ready to add
all they can to the enrichment of your Christmas celebration this year. Start right away
with advent ideas, recipe plans and decorating and activity ideas. Then settle in with the
special book you've chosen for yourself or to share with your little ones. There are so
many to choose from for all ages of readers! I've mentioned so many titles in the past.
This time I've tried to choose some I most likely have not yet mentioned:
Celebrate Jesus! At Christmas; for Advent thru Epiphany
by Kimberly Ingalls Reese (263.9-REE)

Kneeling in Bethlehem Contemporary and faith-filled poems for the Christmas season
by Ann Weems ((811.54-WEE)
Christmas Around the World A LIFE volume of art and customs
by Robert Sullivan (394.2-SUL)
The Star of Bethlehem History , mystery and beauty of the Christmas Star
by Jeanne K. Hanson (232-HAN)
The Nutcracker
by E.T.A Hoffmann (JUV-F-HOF)
A Merry Little Christmas; celebrate from A to Z
A rhyming picture book for young children

Jesus, Me and My Christmas Tree
A rhyming re-telling of the Christmas story for little ones
These and so many more are now available in the library. Come and gather up a few
books to enjoy throughout the Christmas season...and make this one "the most wonderful time" ever!
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Christian Education & Small Group Ministries

Sunday School
for Youth
& Adults!
Gather with us each Sunday at 8:45 am in Anderson Hall for Adult Education Hour and
Sunday School. Pastor Wes will start things off by engaging all ages with an introduction
to the lesson for the day.
At 9:00 am, the gathering will break into small groups for discussion and faith-building
activities. Groups: preschool-2nd graders, 3rd-7th graders, 8th-12th graders, and adults.
At 9:30 am, we’ll come back together to recap and close in prayer.
The lesson each Sunday will be based on the Scripture readings used in worship, and will
correlate with that day’s sermon.

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study
10:30 a.m.

Join Pastor Wes each week on Tuesay
morning at at 10:30 am in the library for a
study of the Book of Revelation. Bring your
favorite Bible and a pen to make notes. All
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Small Group Ministries

Do you know of someone who may be homebound, in senior care, or otherwise would like
a visit from our Visitation Ministry and is not
currently receiving visits? If so, please pass
their name along to Kate Gagnon, OSLC’s Lay
Visitation Minister at kjgagnon@yahoo.com, or
425-200-0481.

Coffee Hour Ministry
Volunteers
We have a ‘small but mighty’ group that oversees
the OSLC kitchen and supports the many ministries that use it. We’re seeking a point person or
small team to manage the Coffee Hour Fellowship.
This would be work similar to organizing the Ushers, Greeters, and Sound Board volunteers.
Key duties: provide a sign-up sheet for coffee hour, and communicate how to set up and
clean up to new volunteers. Coffee supplies are provided. Weekly volunteers provide any
eats.
Interested? Please contact Marilyn Carlson at auntmare@nwlink.com or 206-499-9601.
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Small Group Ministries

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The prayer shawl ministry provides knitted or crocheted shawls to those who are hospitalized, sick or just
need a hug! If you are interested in participating in this
ministry, or, learning how to knit or crochet, contact
Wendy Winslow at wendywinslow@hotmail.com. Yarn
and patterns are available.

OSLC Mission Quilters
Join us on Wednesday mornings 9:30 am
until 12:00 noon in Anderson Hall, and
assist us making quilts. The Mission Quilters make simple patchwork quilts that are
donated to people in need.
Quilts made by OSLC Mission Quilters are donated to Lutheran World Relief, and are
then sent all over the world, frequently to countries following natural disasters such as
earthquakes and hurricanes. Quilts are also given to OSLC graduating seniors, to Compass Housing Alliance, and our neighbors at the Issaquah Nursing & Rehabilitation Center.
The Mission Quilters welcome new members. It is not necessary to know how to sew or
quilt to participate in this ministry. The group welcomes donations of fabric (preferably
cotton) and clean used sheets. Donations to help with the cost of shipping and to buy
supplies are also greatly appreciated. Contact the church office for more information, 425
-392-4169, ext. 100.
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Looking Ahead to 2019

OSLC Women’s Retreat Fundraising Bazaar
Sunday, January 13th, 2019, After Worship
On Sunday, January 13th we will hold our annual Women’s Retreat Fundraising
Bazaar in the narthex after worship. We’ll need things like:
•

cookies

•

sweet breads

•

whole pies

•

jars of homemade jam

•

handmade arts and crafts

We’ll also be having a Silent Auction section, so be thinking of items to donate:
•

fine bottles of wine

•

gifts of time and talent

•

basket full of goodies!

If you have a donation for the auction, please let Joan Friel know –via e-mail at frielj4@comcast.net or via a phone call/text msg. at 425-941-2925.
Also, if you can help with setup, sales, or cleanup at this event, please contact Joan
and let her know. Thank you in advance for your support of the Women’s Ministries at OSLC!
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2019 OSLC Women's Retreat
Friday, March 1 – Sunday, March 3, 2019
at the Rainbow Lodge in North Bend
Women of the congregation (and your female friends) – you are invited to our 2019
OSLC Women’s Retreat! We will be joined by ladies from St. Andrews Lutheran
Church as well, so we are going to have a great time!
Our theme this year is “Living For the Common Good”, and our speaker will be Pastor
Mary-Alyce Burleigh from Holy Spirit Lutheran Church in Kirkland. We all strive to
achieve the common good - the shared values and shared goals that will benefit our
society as a whole. Through both study sessions and small groups, Pastor Mary-Alyce
will discuss how the church has evolved in its ways to achieve these ideals, how we
can continue to keep the common good, and how we can maintain this ethos to live for
the common good.
Registration forms are available in the Narthex, or you can register online by visiting
the church website at www.oslcissaquah.org/womens-retreat/
The fee for a full-time guest is $160 for double-occupancy, $180 for a single room. This
covers lodging and meals for the entire weekend! A $50 registration deposit will be
due by Friday, February 8th. You can also come for part of the weekend if you’d rather
– the registration form has several options. Please come join us!

If you have any questions about the retreat, please contact Joan Friel at
frielj4@comcast.net, or via phone/text message. at 425-941-2925.
P.S. Scholarships will be available as funds allow. If you would like to be considered
for a full or partial scholarship, you may contact Joan or the church office – all requests
will be strictly confidential.
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Small Group Ministries

Please consider donating to the
OSLC Women’s Retreat Scholarship Fund!
The next OSLC Women’s Retreat will be held during the first weekend in March
2019. The fee for the weekend is $160, and several attendees from last year could
only come because we offered them a scholarship. Even just partial scholarships are
helpful, so please consider donating to the scholarship fund. Contributions are taxdeductible — you could help someone attend, plus gain the tax benefit for 2018!
Please make checks payable to OSLC, with the words “Women’s Retreat - Donation”
on the memo line, and drop it in the offering basket, or the church office.
Thank you in advance for your support of Women’s Ministries at OSLC! If you
have any questions, please contact Joan Friel at frielj4@comcast.net, or via phone/
text message at 425-941-2925.
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OSLC’s Plan
for the Year Ahead
Vision:
• Be a community that fearlessly follows
Jesus to love God’s people

Values
• Be accessible
• Be faithful to God’s word
• Be responsive to God’s call
• Be open to and inconvenienced by the Holy Spirit
• Trusting relations

Methods
• Worship based opportunities
• Service based opportunities
• Fellowship based opportunities
• Learning based opportunities

Obstacles
• Fear
• Apathy
• Budget
• Church culture
• Culture of society
• Geographic location/traffic

Metrics
• Push back
• Enthusiasm
• End of program year survey
• How busy the church calendar is
• New groups and relationships forming
• Increased interactions among church members
• How many people take advantage of learning opportunities
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December Worship Readings
Sunday, December 2 — First Sunday of Advent
Reading:
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Gospel:
Luke 21:25-36

Sunday, December 9 — Second Sunday of Advent
Reading:
Malachi 3:1-4
Gospel:
Luke 3:1-6
Sunday, December 16 — Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday School & Youth Program
Sunday, December 23 — Fourth Sunday of Advent
Reading:
Micah 5:2-5a
Gospel:
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
Monday, December 24 — Christmas Eve
First Reading:
Isaiah 9:2-7
Second Reading:
Titus 2:11-14
Gospel:
Luke 2:1-20
Sunday, December 30 — First Sunday of Christmas
Reading:
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Gospel:
Luke 2:41-52

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Monday, December 24th at 7:00 pm
Join us for Christmas Eve worship on Monday, December
24th at 7:00 pm, with carols, candlelight, holy communion
and a joyful experience as we celebrate together.
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We remember in prayer...
We remember in prayer:
Jean Suttmeier, Andy Anderson, Claire Howe, Kip Hauser, Joel Espy, Kathy McIntyre, Russ,
Mert Bartsch, Doug Patur, Amy Smart, Dave Carlson, Kathy Guthmiller, Scott Hafso, Alice
Lewis, Jeanne Kuipers, John Pass, Emily Gacek; Steve Gacek; Carol Harbolt; Ray Harbolt;
Jeff Hendrickson; Margot Inman; Duane Jacobson; Marian James; Bernice Jensen; Josee Jordan; Florence Kinnune; Jeannie Lindquist; Vern Lindquist; Jerry Nack; Dorothy Soland;
Randi Strom; Selma Thompson; Gerald Welch; Gwynn Wilkinson; Louise Yockey, Richard
Taylor, Kevin Orton, Shannon Grasso, Sonya Solum, Steve, Kathy, Jeff, Paul, Tim, Jim and
Crystal.
We ask for peace and comfort for those mourning the death of loved ones:
Charlotte Ann C. (Margot Inman); Esteban Alejandro (Margot Inman); Tom [son of Paula Olson] (Alice Lewis); Kathleen Brooks (mother of Becky Brooks); Joyce Kruckenberg (aunt of
Dianne Tanner); Marvelene Hitchcock (Craig & Lisa Gillin); Nancy Peterson; Jill Paulson
Leghorn (John & Diane Fatland); Matt Seidman (Scott Hafso); David Crowe (father of Jennifer
Tolo); Don Chaney (husband of Jean Chaney); Audrey Harbolt (sister-in-law of Ray Harbolt);
Pam Mummy (sister-in-law of Mark Mummy); Wyannie Flowers (mother of Nancy Meyers)
We pray for expectant mothers:
Stacy Greenshields (Janet Heck); Jessica Wallace (Cheryl Hauser); Shianne Mamon (niece of
Cheryl Neeb).
We pray for members and friends serving in the Military; Fire and Police Department personnel; Emergency Room personnel.
We prayer for safety and strength to those living in the wake of all disasters, and all who
serve as first responders.
We pray for our missionaries and global missions:
For Alexandra, Miriam, Kati, recipients of OSLC Peru scholarships. (OSLC Global Missions).
Henrik & Patty Christopherson. For the congregations in Chiclayo, Peru: Pepe at Las Brisas,
Merci in San Antonio and Harold at Las Lomas. MaaSae Girls Lutheran Secondary School in
Monduli, Tanzania.
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December
Birthdays & Anniversaries

12/2 Caleb Cash
12/3 Paige Lucas
Stan Patterson
12/4 Jennifer Gardner
Sarah Wuest Parlin
12/5 Jessica Liepins
Les Gagnon
Randi Strom
12/6 Christiana Baseler Nelson
Lori Downey
12/10 Frankie Tate
12/11 Kristina Steffen
Lucy Acker
12/13 Joyce Craig
Judy Boruck
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12/14 Doug Patur
Hannah Telyea
12/16 Delaney Cash
Rollie Kiefel
12/17 Haley Ziegler
Sam Piethe
12/18 Laura Halter
Marc Montague
Talton Johnson
12/20 Wes Telyea
12/23 Bev Geary
12/25 Brian FitzGerald
12/28 Gary Kneepkens
12/30 Jack Gardner
Sue Friddell
12/31 Kate Halter

12/2

John & Jean Pass

12/9

Justin & Katy Ulland

12/12

Steve & Vicki LeFever

12/14

Randy & Linda Baseler

12/21

Bob & Karen Brezing

12/27

Les & Kate Gagnon

Dec. 24
7:00 pm

4 Advent

Dec. 23

3 Advent

Dec. 16

2 Advent

Dec. 9

1 Advent

Dec. 2

Service

&

Date

1 Christmas

Dec. 30

Christmas Eve
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Karen Hansen

Kimberly
Montague

Mary Ann
Hult

Jen Winslow

Connie
Fletcher

Joan Friel

Assisting
Minister

Karen Hansen
1 CA needed

Kimberly
Montague
Jane Shen
1 CA needed

Mary Ann Hult
Stacy Smith

Jen Winslow
Debby Beck

Connie Fletcher
Jane Shen

Mary Fricke
Joan Friel

Communion
Assistants
Caleb Cash

Acolyte

Paul & Grace Tolo
Don Robertson

Open

The Schoen Family

Jonathan Smith
Bill Suttmeier

Phil Griffin
Kirsten Olshausen

Ken DeCamp
Cheryl Leiter

Ushers

Bill Hall
LaRue Nelson

Kathy Guthmiller
Selma Thompson
Sandy Aldworth
Vicky Jacobson

Bonnie Brice
Don Miller

Mary Fricke
Genevieve
Schoen
Don & Jean
Chaney

Greeters

Mary Fricke
Bread:
Manda Schoen

Jane Wuest
Bread: n/a

Karen Hansen
Bread:
Connie Fletcher

Jacki Marx
Bread:
Marilyn Carlson

Jean Pass
Bread:
Connie Fletcher
Jane Shen
Bread:
Leslie Waltzer

Altar Guild &
Bread Baker

Our Savior Lutheran Church
Worship Assistants – December 2018
Service Time: 10:00 am (Unless Otherwise Noted)

Delaney
Cash

Myles
Cash

Sound
Engineer

n/a

Youth
Group

Marilyn
Carlson
Chuck
Bachman
LaRue Nelson
Bill Hall

Jan & Rick
West

Coffee
Hour
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Our Savior Lutheran Church
745 Front Street South
Issaquah, WA 98027
(425) 392-4169

Stay connected!
www.oslcissaquah.org
www.facebook.com/oslcissaquah
All information for the Focus newsletter is due by the 15th of each month, unless noted otherwise. Please email items to office@oslcissaquah.org.

OSLC STAFF DIRECTORY
745 Front Street South, Issaquah, WA 98027
425-392-4169
Rev. Wesley Telyea………….…………...Lead Pastor
Ext. 106,
wes@oslcissaquah.org
Scott Hafso……….… Director of Worship & Music
Ext. 103
bellevuer@gmail.com
Shari Lundberg …...… ……… Parish Administrator
Ext. 105
sharil@oslcissaquah.org
Dr. Jiyoung Lee……… ……………..Parish Organist
sally@myuw.net
Beth Carroll… ………… …...…….………Accountant
carrollaccounting@outlook.com
Katherine Mitchell….Lutheran Counseling Network
(425) 455-2960, Ext. 6
kmitchell@lutherancounseling.net
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