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2020 

From the Desk of Council President Chuck Bachman 

     September 13th, September 13th, September 13th... Please put in on your calen-
dar. This will be our Annual Congregational Meeting. It will be held on -line 
using Zoom video conferencing. Instructions will come out later from the 
Church Administrator. Your church council and many other committees have 
been working hard to continue our transition to a new pastor. Involved in this 
transition is updating the constitution, improving the budgeting process, and 
seeking what is important to the attendees of the church. 

     It is a difficult process in normal times and the covid -19 has made it so much 
more difficult. The council and staff have adjusted to the new norms. All meet-
ings have been on-line. We are purchasing new equipment to continue with on -
line services with an eye ahead to streaming the services live. We have been 
planning for in -house services when our county reaches Stage 3. We want to 
stream these services live for those who need to continue to stay at home. 

     At the congregational meeting we will vote on a budget for the June 2020 to 
June 2021 budget. We will vote on some changes to the council positions. We 
will appoint a nominating committee for open council positions beginning in 
January. The council will also put forth members to serve on the Call Commit-
tee, which will interview candidates for the new pastor position.  

     Our scripture readings on the August 9 th was 
about Jesus feeding over 5000 people starting with 
five loaves of bread and two fish. After everyone ate 
they had twelve baskets full leftover. Working with 
council on this yearõs budget felt a lot like we only 
had the five loaves and two fish. So much need in 
our community and not much we had to give. My 
faith says we will be provided for. We will come 
together in spirit to help our community.  

Chuck Bachman, Council President 
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim 

Transitioning the Transition 
 

As I am closing in on my one-year anniversary here at Our 
Savior Lutheran, I am reflecting on all of the innovations, ad-
aptations, and changes that OSLC has experienced in the last 
year. September of 2019 was a confusing and uncertain time. 
Your called pastor had departed and a series of òsupplyó 
preachers were filling the pulpit week after week. Your con-
gregational president had also resigned and a new president 
was quickly trying to get up to speed. The fall programing 
schedule was incomplete, and I had not yet been asked to 
serve. 

But that was just the beginning. The rest of 2019 was focused 
on welcoming me, lowering the anxiety, and ending the year on a hopeful note. This 
was not easy, comfortable work. But we were up to the task. And as 2020 began we 
were ready to address the process of identifying the congregationõs next regularly 
called pastor. We started to learn about who we were now, and how OSCL had been 
affected by Pastor Telyeaõs short pastorate. The Council and Transition Team also be-
gan learning about the rapidly changing social and cultural shifts that have affected 
how all churches are now viewed by the world around them. By Lent, the Transition 
Team was preparing to engage the congregation in conversations about our future. 

Then the COVID-19 pandemic came along and we had to adapt once again. For five 
months we have figured out a way to carry on our ministry without access to our pri-
mary resource for ministry, our building. Again, this was not easy, comfortable work. 
But we now are able to produce a quality worship experience every week by way of 
an on-line video recording. Our committees and small groups have learned how to 
conduct meetings via Zoom technology. And our Transition Team has connected to 
the whole congregation via email and postal letters. In a few short days we will even 
attempt to hold our required Annual Meeting of the congregation (postponed from 
June) via Zoom.  

Now we face a new transition. Our Director of Worship and Music is taking a Leave of 
Absence until Advent (November 29 th) so that he can address dramatic COVID-19 
changes he is facing as a professor at the University of Washington. The Sunday wor-
ship video we have learned to appreciate may also change as we address his absence.  

Another transition is being initiated with the election of the Call Committee. The Call 
Committee will use the information that has been collected by the Transition Team to 
work with NW WA Synod Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee to nominate a pastoral candi-
date to the congregation. In the past, the prevailing call process has been highly 
òhands-on,ó with many face-to-face meets. Their work will also be slowed by COVID - 

 

Pastor Jim Kruse 
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From the Desk of Pastor Jim 

Continued from page 2... 

19 considerations. And since most Call Committee work is done 
under important guidelines of confidentiality, this can be anoth-
er stressful time for the congregation. Patience and trust must be 
the prevailing spirit of congregational life.  

Most of us know in our hearts that the direction of our lives and 
our future is ultimately not ours to control. We look to God to 
lead us. As we weave our way through the transitions of our 
transition, we pray for Godõs guidance and peace. 

Good Cheer, 
Pastor Jim 
 

 

Pastor Jim Kruse 

 

Book Study: 

Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus: 

How the Jewishness of Jesus Can  

Transform Your Faith 

We are organizing a book study group at Our Sav-
ior around the book,  Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus: 

How the Jewishness of Jesus Can Transform Your Faith, by Ann Spangler and Lois 
Tverberg. The book is available through the En-Gedi Resource Center 
(engadiresourcecenter.com), as well as Amazon. Our hope is that participants 
will be able to purchase the book and be ready for our first Zoom meeting on 
Wednesday, September 9th, at 7:00 pm. If it works out, we will continue to 
meet each Wednesday into the fall and winter. In order to get an accurate list of 
participants, we are asking people to register, so please contact Pastor Jim at 
jameskruse814@gmail.com or Jan Hazelton at Musicnotes4jan@gmail.com 
(phone: 425-868-1851). 

 

 

http://engadiresourcecenter.com/
mailto:jameskruse814@gmail.com
mailto:Musicnotes4jan@gmail.com
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Our Savior Church Council 

 

OSLCôs Annual Congregational Meeting 

Join us via Zoom on 

Sunday, September 13th at 11:00 am! 

The Church Council has set the date for the postponed Annual Meeting of 
Our Savior Lutheran Church for Sunday, September 13th, at 11:00 am. The 
meeting will be held using Zoom video & audio conferencing. Important 
agenda items include the approval of the 2020-2021 Mission & Ministry 
Budget, and election of the Call Committee to lead the search for our new 
Lead Pastor. Look for a Zoom link in your email leading up to the meet-
ing. 

All voting members of the congregation are encouraged to attend. Friends 
of the congregation are encouraged to attend and lend their voice as well. 
If you are unable to use Zoom, please contact the church office as soon as 
possible so that we can arrange for you to participate. 
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OSLC Finance Committee 

 

2020-2021 

Mission & Ministry 

Budget Hearings 
 

On the following page is a summary of where we 
ended the fiscal year this past June 30th, 2020. 
This was a difficult year with unusual challenges. 
The Finance Committee and Church Council have 
made major changes to the budget for the July 

2020- June 2021 fiscal year. Please join us at two scheduled budget hearings to learn about 
these changes: 
 

2020-2021 Budget Hearing 

Dates, Times, and Login Information: 

Sunday, September 6th,2020 
at 11:00 am 

www.ZOOM.com  
Meeting ID: 850 7454 1232 

Passcode: 735367 
 

Thursday, September 10th, 2020 
at 7:00 pm 

www.ZOOM.com  
Meeting ID: 865 1925 5374 

Passcode: 278409 
 
Or contact me at oslc_treasurer@hotmail.com, or at (425) 432-7604, and I will email you a 
direct link to one or both of the ZOOM meetings.  
 
The final budget proposal will be presented for a vote at the Annual Congregational Meet-
ing on September 13th, at 11:00am, which will be held via Zoom video conference. 
 
Sincerely,  
OSLC Finance Committee & 
Wendy Winslow, Treasurer  
 

 

 

mailto:oslc_treasurer@hotmail.com
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OSLC 2019-2020 Year End 

Continued from page 5... 
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OSLC 2020-2021 Mission & Ministry Budget 

Continued from pages 5 & 6... 
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Community Outreach Committee 

Saturday, September 19th 
10:00am-1:00pm 

OSLC Drive-Thru Collection 
for the Issaquah Food Bank  
& Eastside Baby Corner 

Here's a chance to help a good cause and see a few of the congre-
gation's faces in person (masked of course). Saturday, September 
19, from 10am-1pm, the Community Outreach Committee will 

hold a Drive -Thru Food Bank and Baby Corner Collection. Our last Drive -Thru Collection 
was such a success that we are doing it again. Also, since we havenõt been worshipping in 
person, we have not collected our monthly ò1st Sunday Community Giftsó for the Food Bank. 

We are requesting only the items listed below. 

¶Dry Cereal, Oatmeal, Pasta Sauce & Pasta, Hearty Soups, 
Tuna, Peanut Butter, Jam/Jelly, Granola Bars, Canned Veg-
gies 

¶Diapers, Diaper Wipes, Formula, New Toys for 1 to 2 year-
olds, òNewó Childrenõs Clothes 

You can pull up to the front of church and drop off your donat-
ed items. There is so much need in our community. Please do-
nate...we look forward to seeing your faces in person! 

Thank you to everyone who dropped off donations for the Is-
saquah Food Bank and Eastside Baby Corner during our Drive-
thru Collection on August 1. The organizations so appreciate 
all that was collected. The need is there even more than before 
the Pandemic. And, thank you to all the masked volunteers on the Community Outreach 
Committee. I appreciate all your work.  

Sincerely, 
Cheryl Leiter,  
Community Outreach Committee  
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ELCA & Small Group Ministries 

 

Fall Clean Up Day! 

Saturday, September 26th 
at 9:00am 

 
Fall church grounds clean-up is sched-
uled for Saturday, September 26th, 

9:00am until noon, when refreshments will be socially -distanced served. Please 
come if you are able, there are lots of weeds waiting to meet you!ó 

Building & Grounds Notes:  

Lately our attention to church security has become a little lax. Please insure 
when you leave the church, either through the front or Anderson Hall double 
doors, that both doors lock behind you. Thanks for your help and attention to 
this. 

Also, during the church shutdown, B&Gõs has cancelled the church cleaning 
service since the building is not occupied. So, please remove all your trash/
recycle items instead of throwing them in the trash or recycle bins. Take your 
trash home with you please. 

Thank you! From the Building & Grounds Committee  

 

 


